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   Weekly Net Control  

   Special Points  

The next meeting will be on the Second Saturday, November 7 , 9:00 AM  at Fire Station #1, Media Room, 1605 Martin Luther King at 

17th Street, Oakland. This meeting will be limited to a òSETó Exercise Briefing followed by deployment to Fire Stations. 

All Things, ORCA  

 
Greetings, all ORCA members, families and 

ORCA friends! I really do look forward to 

working creatively and diligently for all things, 

ORCA and Amateur Radio over the next year in 

everyoneõs behalf as ORCA President.  Thank you! 

And thanks too, to the 

outgoing Board Directors, 

Paul KA6GEM, Art, 

W6THD and Karen, 

KG6ADB, for your many 

years of service on the 

Board! I look forward your 

continued involvement in 

all things ORCA...and 

especially with those 

special ORCA activities 

each of you have been 

focusing upon while on the 

Board.  

 

Congratulations and welcome to the incoming 

Board Directors, Jim, N6SSB, Mike, KB9EWP 

and John, KI6EWY. I look forward to working 

with you and the entire Board throughout the 

upcoming year . Board Officers for the new 

term were nominated and elected immediately 

following the Annual Meeting on October 3. 

The complete listing is on the ORCA data page.  

 

The Board met again on October 29, in offices 

provided by Jim, K6JAT [thank you]. Briefly 

captioned, the Board discussed upcoming the 

annual year-end activities, [the Simulated 

Emergency Test, or SET and the Holiday Dinner] 

and then turned its attention to whatõs working 

and what needs improvement to assure ORCA 

program success in 2010. I think there is a 

growing Board consensus to make every effort 

to work with all members toward a diverse, 

comprehensive and balanced 

series of amateur radio 

activities touching on both 

enhancing our hobby skills 

and service to the 

community.  

 

Draft details on Board 

planning for the above goal 

will be shared at the regular 

December meeting for 

member feedback. The 

planning areas will cover 

Technical; [Repeater functions], Education and 

Training; [licensing and operating, and 

ARES/RACES], Membership Communication; 

[Newsletter, Webpage], Program Development; 

[meeting speakers, hobby enrichment], and 

Special Events; [hobby and community]. 

 

I encourage all members to step forward, speak 

up and provide their ideas and concerns about 

what we do as ORCA. Okay, it is a village, and I 

feel at home here.  

           73, David, WB6NER   

SET Exercise - Nov 7th 

Check out details on pg 2  

 

GOTA Class -Nov 16  pg 2  

 

Coast Guard Auxiliary   

Radio Day Report   pg 3 

  

 

7th - Monthly MeetingñStaging for SET at Oakland Fire Stations 

7th - Annual SET  

7th - 8th - ARRL Sweepstakes (CW) 

21st - 22nd - ARRL Sweepstakes (Phone) 
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     Simulated Emergency Test  

Hams in and near Oakland will participate in the annual ARRL 

Simulated Emergency Test (SET) on Saturday, November 7, 2009. 

The SET, held each autumn, is a nationwide exercise in emer-

gency communications. Oakland's SET is open to any licensed 

amateur who wishes to participate, regardless of experience in 

emergency communications. Recently-licensed Technician-class 

hams are especially welcome. 

 

Oakland's SET 2009 will simulate a response by ARRL's Amateur 

Radio Emergency Service (ARES) to three local served agencies. 

Please meet at 9:00 am in the Media Room of Oakland's Fire Sta-

tion 1. (SET will replace the monthly ORCA meeting.) Bring your 

2-meter handheld, its user guide, and the rest of your go-bag with 

you, but if you don't have these things come anyway. Mag-mount 

antennas and APRS trackers will also be useful. 

 

SET will begin with a short instruction period for the participants. 

During the instruction period, participants will form teams, decide 

on which vehicles to use, and be given assignments. Then the 

teams will go mobile. Each team will have a different series of 

destinations, and will make stops, make contacts on assigned tac-

tical frequencies, send, receive, and log messages, and visit one or 

more Oakland fire stations in order to inspect and test the ham 

radio equipment installed there. After the mobile portion of the 

exercise, we will debrief in a net on the ORCA 2-meter repeater. 

 

Please plan to participate. To ask questions or to tell us 

that you plan to be there, please contact David, 

WB6NER at wb6ner@arrl.net .  

 

     Get on the Air ñGOTA Class  

GET ON THE AIR Class!  

November 16 th  2009 at 7:00 PM 

 
Presented by 

 

Amateur Radio Club of Alameda  

and 

Oakland Radio Communication Association  
 

What now?  

 

You have your new license, or soon will, and now there are 

more questions than ever. What type of radio should I buy?, 

what can I do with the radio?, how do I use the radio, how do I 

participate in a net? These are some of the many questions that 

new Hams have. 

 

Got an evening to spare?  Then seize the opportunity and attend 

this popular hands on class free of charge. 

You will learn about use of the VHF and UHF bands, what to 

look for in buying a radio (if you donõt already have one), and 

how to use a repeater.  Learn by doing!  The hands on part of 

the class deals with how to set up a radio for repeater opera-

tion, how to call into a net and how to call your friend.  

 

Want to know more? Attend the follow up advanced class in 

early December ð itõs free too.  

 

 

 

When?  Monday November 16th 2009, 7:00 ð 9:00 pm 

    
Where?  Alameda Fire Dept Training Center 

431 Stardust Place, Alameda, CA 94501 

    
How 

much? 
Class is free 

    
Infor-

mation?  
For more information contact 

David Haycock, KI6AWR  (ki6awr@arrl.net)      or 

Paul Bailey-Gates, KA6GEM, (ka6gem@arrl.net) 

Or try calling us on the ORCA repeater: 146.880 

(PL 77) 

NVIS Antenna 40, 80,160 Meter Feed Points by Per, AF6SW       Photo WB6NER 

mailto:ki6awr@arrl.net
mailto:ki6awr@arrl.net
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     Get On the Air!  Coast Guard Auxiliary Radio Day 2009  

Each year for the 

past decade, the 

U.S. Coast Guard 

Auxiliary has 

sponsored a Spe-

cial Event Radio 

Day to com-

memorate the 

anniversary of the 

founding of the 

Auxiliary in 1939.  

This yearõs Event 

on October 17th 

marked the 70th 

anniversary and 

over 60 Auxiliary 

Special Event sta-

tions participated.  

For a Special Event a Ham can obtain a temporary 1x1 call sign 

(as ORCA did for Field Day last year) and other Hams enjoy try-

ing to ôcollectõ that 1x1 and the event QSL card that normally 

comes along with it. 

 

Iõve been in the Auxiliary for the last four years and, among 

things, participate as a Land Mobile Radio Facility, working the 

Marine bands from my truck while on patrol and in support of 

search and rescue activities.  Since Iõve been trying to expand my 

own operating modes beyond VHF/UHF, and enjoy running HF at 

Field Day, I decided to bite the bullet this year and jump into the 

fray.  As luck would have it, my own HF station wasnõt quite 

ready, but thanks to the kindness of Don W6CZ and enthusiasm 

of David WB6NER, we took òmy calló, K6M, to Mariposa where 

Don, with Davidõs help, has built a serious station over the last 

several years. 

 

I encourage all my fellow VHF/UHF emergency radio fans to ex-

pand your horizons and work HF whenever you get the chanceñ

itõs fun.  We had two operating positions and an awesome an-

tenna array (see the picture), which featured [the antenna script].  

We went on the air and made our first contact at 1549 UTC (just 

before 

9:00 pm 

local) 

and 

stood 

down 

with our 

last con-

tact at 

0022 

UTC, or 

just after 

5:00 pm local.  During that time we had a blast, working over 

200 stations in 41 states and 5 countries (Canada, Mexico, Japan, 

Australia and the Cook Islands), and even finding 6 other Auxil-

iary Special Event stations (not as easy as you might think, even 

knowing where they ômightõ be operating).  We also worked a 

Boy Scout Jamboree Special Event Station, N5J, Lake Bridgeport, 

Texas, since that weekend was their ôdayõ as well. 

 

Most of our contacts were on 20 and 40 meters, though we 

worked 15 meters for a while.  We made one RTTY contact (on 

40).  We called CQ on 2m from time to time, but without suc-

cess.  A Special Event is not a contest, so we didnõt have the 

pressure of running though contacts with a ôslam, bam, 5x9 

maõamõ exchange, but instead could take the time to chat up our 

fellow Hams throughout the country, and world, exchanging 

simple pleasantries and hearing about otherõs relationships to 

the Coast Guard.  Many had served or knew friends or relatives 

who had, and all were appreciative. There were pile-ups, and 

managing them was both exhilarating and challenging, but people 

were polite and just listened along and waited their turn.  Even 

low key it was exhausting, and we definitely were ready to 

power down after the last QSO, Ian from Coloradoñand start 

planning for next year.  This HF stuff is fun.  Get on the air, my 

friends. 

  Bob, KE6IUE   (òK6Mó, for a day anyway) 

�7�K�H���D�Q�W�H�Q�Q�D���D�U�U�D�\���I�R�U���¶�.���0�·��       Photo KE6IUE  

      Don and David ready to get on the air.  Photo KE6IUE 

Neighbor Jim KF6WKU and David enjoying a pile-up.  Photo KE6IUE 

Bob gets on the air.                                              Photo WB6NER. 


