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   Inside this issue: 

   President’s Corner 

   ORCA Calendar - September 2009 
12th - Monthly Meeting - 2nd Saturday due to Labor Day Holiday 

12th - 13th - ARRL VHF QSO Party 

19th - 20th ARRL 10 GHz and Up contest 

Sep 17:  Elizabeth, KI6JJR 

Sep 24:  David, WB6NER 

Oct 01:  Per, KI6JJS 

 

   Weekly Net Control 

   Special Points  

The next meeting will be on the Second Saturday, September 12th , 9:00 AM  at Fire Station #1, Media Room,  

1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland. 

 A lot of  thoughts can run through ones mind 

during the course of a 200 mile bike ride 

words like ―why―, ―when‖  (as in when will this 

be over!), ―tomorrow‖(as in at this time 

tomorrow I will be enjoying a cold beverage) 

and ―whew‖ (as the finish line crossed) are 

recurring favorites.  On one such outing not so 

long ago I came to the realization that this first 

decade of the millennium is 

almost over!  ―Wow‖ came 

to mind. 

 

I remember someone trying 

to come up with some 

clever tag  to label this 10 

year period and I think the 

term ―the aughties‖ gained 

some popularity.   I think 

that many  of us may like 

that term with a slightly 

different spelling--

‖oughties‖--as in I ought  

not of done that or I ought 

have known better.   Oh 

well, time marches on and we shuffle along to 

the prevailing tempo.  Guess it has been that 

way for as long  as can be remembered.    

 

And as we  march forward we know there will 

be changes and hope we can learn from the 

past and  make sure the  future will be the way 

it ought to be. 

 

There will lots of changes for ORCA in the 

next few months and I am very excited and 

optimistic about the future of our club.  New 

technology will blend with ―Old School‖ 

knowledge and experience and there will be 

ample opportunities for all members to be part 

and take part in the greatest aspect of  ham radio

-hands on operations.   As I have said before, stay 

tuned to the newsletter, the net and the monthly 

meetings for the latest developments. 

 

I have kept pretty much on 

course with making one at least 

one new CW each day.  It sure 

has been fun! 

 

Whether it is an early morning 

contact with a station from 

Japan, a maritime mobile contact 

with a merchant marine captain 

docked in New York, a QRP 

station from some lucky 

operator combining fly fishing  in 

the Rocky Mountains with ham 

radio on the side, or the many 

local ―fists‖ that fill the bands  

throughout the day and night,  

there is no lack of chances to keep the ear clear 

and finger nimble!  The magic of radio never 

ceases to amaze! 

 

Hope to see you all at our next meeting at Fire 

Station #1 at 9:00 am on Sept 12, and at ORCA’s  

Annual meeting  at the same location and same 

time on Oct 3. 

   73 , Dave  AE6PX  
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      Exploring New Antenna Fields 

Jim, N6SSB and Per, KI6JJS at Middle Harbor Park 

This month the RACES group had little in the way of assigned duties, and therefore a few of us headed out and had a GREAT time de-

ploying a 40, 80, 160M NVIS mode antenna.  Paul (KA6GEM), Jim (N6SSB) and I (KI6JJS) headed down to a little known park on the 

water front.  Middle Harbor Park. http://www.ebparks.org/parks/middle_harbor 

 

Thanks to Paul for enlightening us to it's existence.  It is a wonderful space, on the water, and great for setting up temporary operations 

for DX! We met up on a recent Friday after work, well mostly after work, and had a great time of it!   

 

If you do not know about NVIS [Near Vertical Incidence Skywave] and how exciting the mode can be, take a look at these ARRL publi-

cations on the subject. The reprint of December 2005 QST article on the subject can be found at: http://www.arrl.org/files/qst-

binaries/Straw1205.pdf  ...and for the more techy presentation take a look at this: http://www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/materials/Fixed-Site-

NVIS.ppt 

 

We set up, had every park ranger in a five mile radius come and ask us what in the world we were up to, each leaving with the feeling 

that they were in better hands.  Paul even made a 40M contact to New Mexico at approximately 1700!  Not everything worked per-

fectly, we had issues with the SWR remaining constant, and it seems that having that much wire on a single feed point needs some fer-

rite beads or...  so I am researching "S" matched feedlines, more to come in later months. 

http://www.ebparks.org/parks/middle_harbor
http://www.arrl.org/files/qst-binaries/Straw1205.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/qst-binaries/Straw1205.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/materials/Fixed-Site-NVIS.ppt
http://www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/materials/Fixed-Site-NVIS.ppt
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———————2009————————— 

October 

3rd - Annual Meeting - Elections to Board 

3rd - 4th - CA QSO Party 

25th - ORCA/EBARC/ARCA VE Session 

27th - Board Meeting - 6PM Kerry House on Piedmont Ave. 

 

November 

7th - Monthly Meeting—Staging for SET at Oakland Fire Stations 

7th - Annual SET  

7th - 8th - ARRL Sweepstakes (CW) 

21st - 22nd - ARRL Sweepstakes (Phone) 

 

December 

4th - 6th - ARRL 160 Meter Contest 

5th - Monthly Meeting 

8th - Holiday Dinner - Pier 29 Restaurant 

12th - 13th - ARRL 10 Meter Contest 

Dr. Tony PhillipsñScience@NASA 

09:00 CALL TO ORDER - Introductions / Sign in 

 

09:10 OFFICERS REPORTS 

  President: AE6PX, excused 

  Vice President: KA6GEM  

  Secretary: WB6NER 

  Treasury: KG6MAC 

 

09:20 CONTINUING BUSINESS 

  Repeater 

  Website 

  ECHO / RACES:  

  

09:35 NEW BUSINESS 

  Nominations for Board Directors – Nominating  

   Committee Report [WB6NER] 

  Nominations from Members attending meeting 

  Next Meeting Oct 1: Annual Elections 

     

09:55 ORCA Thursday Night Net Control – Confirm 

 

New ò3 Minuteó Advisory: If no one starts the net by 7:33  PM, it be-

comes an òincidentó meaning that the first person (or any ham willing to take 

control) should start the net but yield if/when the scheduled net control operator 

checks in. 

    
 

10:00  - Meet – Greet - Eat 

 

10:20 MEETING PROGRAM:  

 

David, KI6AWR: "Antenna Tuning using an Antenna Analyzer" 

 

11:00 Adjourn 

Date Net Control 

Sept. 17 Elizabeth, KI6JJR 

Sept. 24 David, WB6NER 

Oct. 1 Per, KI6JJS 

     Meeting Agenda (Preliminary)    ORCA Calendar 

     Are Sunspots Disappearing?      

    

The sun is in the pits of the deepest solar minimum in nearly a century. Weeks and sometimes whole months go by without even a single tiny 

sunspot. The quiet has dragged out for more than two years, prompting some observers to wonder, are sunspots disappearing? "Personally, I'm 

betting that sunspots are coming back," says researcher Matt Penn of the National Solar Observatory (NSO) in Tucson, Arizona. But, he allows, 

"there is some evidence that they won't."    Full Story at— http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2009/03sep_sunspots.htm?list908214 

 

Penn's colleague Bill Livingston of the NSO has 

been measuring the magnetic fields of sunspots 

for the past 17 years, and he has found a re-

markable trend. Sunspot magnetism is on the 

decline: 
Sunspot magnetic fields are dropping by about 

50 gauss per year," says Penn. "If we extrapolate 

this trend into the future, sunspots could com-

pletely vanish around the year 2015." This disap-

pearing act is possible because sunspots are 

made of magnetism. The "firmament" of a sun-

spot is not matter but rather a strong magnetic 

field that appears dark because it blocks the 

upflow of heat from the sun's interior. If Earth 

lost its magnetic field, the solid planet would 

remain intact, but if a sunspot loses its magnetism, it 

ceases to exist. "According to our measurements, 

sunspots seem to form only if the magnetic field is 

stronger than about 1500 gauss," says Livingston. "If 

the current trend continues, we'll hit that threshold in 

the near future, and solar magnetic fields would be-

come too weak to form sunspots." 

"Whether [the current downturn] is an omen of long-

term sunspot decline, analogous to the Maunder Mini-

mum, remains to be seen," Livingston and Penn cau-

tion in a recent issue of EOS. "Other indications of 

solar activity suggest that sunspots must return in 

earnest within the next year."Whatever happens, 

notes Hathaway, "the sun is behaving in an interesting 

way and I believe we're about to learn something 

new."     09.03.2009   

September 12th Meeting Program 

Antenna Tuning using an Antenna Analyzer. 

Everyone knows what an antenna is, but what is an antenna analyzer? 

How does it work? 

When should you use one? 

How do you use it? 

Which is the best one to buy? 

Get the low down on all of these and get some tips on antenna tuning.     

Be prepared - one day the sunspots will return!! 

    David, KI6AWR 

mailto:james.a.phillips@earthlink.net
http://science.nasa.gov
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2009/03sep_sunspots.htm?list908214


  

 

Amateur Radio Club of Alameda meets 7:00 PM at 

 431 Stardust Place on Alameda Point. 

East Bay Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at the 

 Salvation Army, 4600 Appian Way, El Sobrante. 

Hayward Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 1401 West Winton    Ave. in 

Hayward behind Hayward Fire Station 6, next to the Hay-

ward Air National Guard Base. 

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at 

 Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. 

Monthly events 
 

1st  Wednesday       Oakland Digital Net - 7:30 PM  

          442.400 MHz (+) PL77 

1st Saturday ORCA General Membership Meeting 

1st Sunday Livermore Swap Meet (closed in winter) 

2nd Friday East Bay Amateur Radio Club 

2nd Saturday Electronics Flea Market in Sunnyvale 

  (closed in winter) 

3rd Friday Hayward Radio Club 

3rd Friday Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 

4th Friday Amateur Radio Club of Alameda 

ORCA on the web: 

ww6or.com and 

groups.yahoo.com/ 

group/orca_races/ The ORCA NewsLetter is published monthly. Any articles can be 

used with attribution. Please submit materials for the next 

 issue by August 27th to the Editor; David’s email address: 

wb6ner@arrl.net. Thanks again! 

Weekly Nets 
 Sunday VHF NTS Net 

  7:30 PM  145.110 (-) PL82.5 

 Mondays EBARC 

  7:30 PM  10M ―Explore Net‖ 28.425 MHz, USB 

 Thursdays Alameda Emergency Preparedness 

  7:00 PM  444.575 MHz (+) PL 88.5  

 Thursdays NALCO ARES/RACES 

  7:15 PM  440.900 MHz (+) PL 131.8 

 Thursdays Oakland ARES/RACES Net  

  7:30 PM  146.88 MHz (-) PL 77 

ORCA Officers and Board 
  President: Dave Clemes AE6PX 

  Vice Pres.: Paul Bailey-Gates KA6GEM 

  Treasurer: Tom Tazelaar KG6MAC 

  Secretary: David Otey WB6NER 

 

  Director: Michael Hole KG6DER 

  Director: Karen Harris KG6ADB 

  Director: Art McLaughlin W6THD 

  Director: Elizabeth Brashers KI6JJR 

  Director: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 

   

 Ex-Officio Directors: 

  Repeater Trustee: David Otey WB6NER 

  RACES RO: Per Brashers KI6JJS 

  WW6OR trustee: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 

  N6ORC trustee: Michael Hole KG6DER 

 September Meeting: - Antenna Tuning 

using an Antenna Tunerñ David, KI6AWR 

    

ARRL Pacific Division Officers: 
  Director: Bob Vallio W6RGG - w6rgg@arrl.org 

  Vice Director: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT - k6jat@arrl.org 

  East Bay Section Manager: James Latham AF6AQ 

  af6aq@arrl.org  - http://www.eastbaysectionarrl.org/ 

 

ORCA 

P.O. Box 21305 

Oakland, CA 94620-1305 


