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   Inside this issue:  

   Presidentõs Corner 

   ORCA Calendar  
 February 7th - Monthly Meeting: 9:00 AM at Fire Station #1 Media Room, 1605 Martin  

 Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland  

February 21st - 22nd - International DX Contest (CW) 

 February 21st - Lamorinda EOCs Exercise (see article on page 3) 

  

   Feb. 5: Selma KG6SXJ 

   Feb. 12: Karen KG6ADB  

   Feb. 19: Adele KE6HK Y 

   Feb. 26: Elizabeth KI6JJR 

Mar. 5: Tom KG6MAC  

 

   Net Control  

   Special points  

   of interest:  

The next meeting will be on the first Saturday, February 7th, 9:00 AM at Fire Station #1, Media Room,  

1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland. 

I had a great time on Straight Key night this 
year. I had about 21 contacts from all over the 
US and Canada in the four or so hours I 
operated. Now either I am getting faster or 
everyone is slowing down on the sending and 
copying speed  because  when the rust  from 
my fingers and ears started to fade I found  all 
contacts were FB and that is a good thing - and 
a lot of fun.  My new antenna is 
throwing out a pretty good signal 
these days and that helps a lot.  
Back to good  old JUST SOñfor 
the time being. 
 
I also had a lot of fun in setting up a  
simple station that I could use  
away from the shack  I realized I 
had been thinking TOO much 
about the set and decided to just 
DO IT!  I pulled out the 706 from 
the mothballs - attached the 
emergency vertical antenna that 
had  been sitting a shelf for years and spread 
out the ground plane wires. I had been hung up 
on getting a tuner so I could work all bands. 
But I realized you only use one band at a time!  
So after reading the simple instructions I 
adjusted the length of the antenna for 40 
meters. On went the power and I called CQ. 
Within a minute a call came back from Boise 
Idaho!  Cool.  We had a nice QSO and during 
the course of the next 30 minutes made about 
4 more contacts!  FB!!  I have no idea why I 
had made such big deal about trying out that 
little antenna, but I guess all things happen in 
good time!  Now  for some mini DX 
expeditions.  I envision the summit of Mt. 
Diablo for the elevation and the shoreline of 

Alameda for the saltwater.  Something to look 
forward to! 
 
Speaking of Mt Diablo, I was on a bike ride to the 
summit the other day and saw an antenna set up 
in the parking lot just below the peak. I climbed 
the last 1000 feet or so (whew!) and on the way 
back down stopped by to say hello.  Turns out  it 

was Dave  N6ORB , busily having 
fun on the VHF/UHF sweepstakes.  
His rig was a masterpiece of 
portability and efficiency and I made 
mental notes. He was making 
contacts from all over the west with 
ease.  It did not hurt that the 
weather was perfect and the view 
stunning.   A picture of ham radio 
heaven!!      
 
I came across a great vintage 
newspaper the other day while riding 
BART. The Chronicle is taking a 

look back of historic events that have occurred 
during the papers 144 years of publication. This 
particular front page was from April 15, 1865 and  
included the latest dispatches concerning the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln.  The news 
from Washington was urgent and the paper was 
thrown together to beat the deadline. Almost 
hidden at the bottom of the page was a ¼ inch 
want ad titled òTelegraphic.ó  Curious, I thought. 
This classified had been lying in obscurity for 144 
years and is perhaps more interesting today than 
when it was published.  It seems a Mr. C. Ewing 
had just opened  his school for the instruction of 
the art of Telegraphing at 399 Bush Street, Room 
12, just above 
Montgomery. It advised continued on page 2 
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   Presidentõs Corner     (Continued from page 1) 

Montgomery. It advised that those desirous to becoming Opera-

tors would do well to call.  It indicated the terms would be mod-

est. 

 

Wow! A CW class was opening up!  I got off BART at the Mont-

gomery station and headed to the Bush Street address. I found it 

ok but instead of a wooden building on a wooden street filled 

with horse and buggy all I saw were glass and concrete skyscrap-

ers. The art of Telegraphing  had long ago become a quaint pas-

time, along the lines of fencing and croquet.  I envisioned the  

class that had called upon Mr. Ewing to jump on the chance of 

learning the latest and most modern form of communication then 

known.   Was there a Marconi on the roster? A Wozniak, a 

Gates, a Jobs?  I thought about the equipment being used in the 

classroom and the puzzled look on the students faces as they 

struggled with the first letters learned.  I also could see the grins 

of satisfaction as the code became clear and the speed increased.  

Soon they would have graduated with the knowledge and mastery 

of cutting edge technology.  The world would have been their 

oyster as the Civil War had ended and the Transcontinental Rail-

road was a few short years away. Opportunities for their skills 

would be plentiful! The West was opening up and Western Union 

would be key  (no pun  

intended!).  

 

I sighed wistfully as I started to walk away, wishing for a time ma-

chine to transport me back 144 years so I could attend just one 

of  Mr. Ewingõs classes. Oddly, faintly, I thought I could detect a 

familiar sound. I stopped and cocked my ears, straining to hear 

above the din of the buses and taxis. Louder now, and almost  

metallic in nature, the signals were beginning to make sense. I 

could almost smell the spark as the brass keys pounded their 

rhythm.  Impossible! Yet, amazingly true!  It was as if a chorus 

was calling.  And the refrain was a familiar one:  TNX FER QSO    

CU AGN    FB ES 73. 

 

FB Indeed! 

 

73     Dave  AE6PX    

   Membership Corner  

   ARRL Expands Member Access 
to QST Archive  

On Tuesday, January 27, we saw another one of those "almost-a-

sunspot" emerge in the Sun's low latitude, so it was probably an old 

Solar Cycle 23 spot; it was gone the next day. Sunspot numbers for 

January 22-28 were 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0 and 0 with a mean of 0. The 10.7 

cm flux was 69, 70, 68.8, 69.8, 69.9, 69.7 and 69.5 with a mean of 

69.5. The estimated planetary A indices were 1, 1, 1, 1, 10, 4 and 2 

with a mean of 2.9. The estimated mid-latitude A indices were 0, 1, 

1, 1, 9, 2 and 1 with a mean of 2.1. 

 

Geomagnetic conditions continue to be very quiet, although a bit 

unsettled on January 26. The forecast is for more of the same: 

Planetary A index should stay around five, with the solar flux 

around 70. Geophysical Institute Prague predicts unsettled condi-

tions for January 30, quiet to unsettled January 31 and quiet  

February 1-5. 

   The K7RA Solar Update  

Courtesy of ARRL.org 

Stimulate the ORCA economy ñsend in your dues now .  

As of this monthõs publication deadline, 55 have paid up already 

for 2009 [53 renewals plus two new members, whom we ac-

knowledged last month].  The renewals represent a healthy 62% 

renewal rate from our 2008 year-end membership total of 86, 

and well ahead of last yearõs pace, when we had only 50% renew-

als at this time.  Weõre not competitive, buté 

 

 This yearõs dues are unchanged at the bargain rate of 

$30 for a regular membership, and only $5 for each additional 

Ham in your family at the same address.  Both memberships bring 

you the monthly newsletter (one hard copy mailed per address, 

unlimited email), access to a growing menu of repeater fea-

tures and occasional treats like laminated cards (well, very 

occasionally).    

ARRL is pleased to announce that online access to the QST archive 

will be expanded. Beginning February 1, 2009, ARRL members will 

be able to search and view QST -- from December 1915 through 

December 2005 right from their computer. With an additional year 

-- 2005 -- added to the viewable archive, this valuable benefit is 

available to all ARRL members. 

 

As an added benefit, ARRL Diamond Club members at the Brass 

level and above -- as well as ARRL Maxim Society members -- will 

be able to get images from the entire QST archive, right up through 

December 2008, an additional three years. According to ARRL 

Chief Development Officer Mary Hobart, K1MMH, this is the first 

new benefit that has been added to the Diamond Club since the 

Diamond Terrace opened in 2007. "Given the popularity of the QST 

online archive," Hobart said, "I hope that Diamond Club members 

and the Maxim Society members will enjoy exclusive access to the 

most recent four years of QST with our appreciation for their gen-

erosity. Perhaps the expanded QST viewable archive will inspire 

other ARRL members to participate in the Diamond Club and enjoy 

the other benefits available to Diamond Club members, as well." 

 

The online archive was first introduced to members in fall 2008, 

providing PDF copies of articles from the huge QST archive, from 

December 1915 through December 2004. Since then, thousands of 

members have enjoyed searching, viewing and printing their favorite 

articles, projects and more. The membership benefit is a service of 

the ARRL Technical Information Service (TIS). Access to the archive 

is free for ARRL members. 

 

QST is the official journal of ARRL, the national association for Ama-

teur Radio. An interest in Amateur Radio is the only essential quali-

fication of membership. ARRL membership is $39 per year in the 

US. For a complete list of membership benefits and dues, please visit 

the ARRL Membership Web page. 
 Courtesy of ARRL.org 

continued on page 3 

http://www.arrl.org/members-only/qqnsearch.html
http://www.arrl.org/diamondclub
http://www.arrl.org/development/maxim.html
https://www.arrl.org/forms/development/donations/diamondclub/terrace.html
http://www.arrl.org/tis/
http://www.arrl.org/join
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Registration remains open through Sunday, February 8, 2009, for 

these online course sessions beginning on Friday, February 20, 

2009: Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Level 2; An-

tenna Modeling, and Radio Frequency Propagation. 

Each online course has been developed in segments -- learning 

units with objectives, informative text, student activities and quiz-

zes. Courses are interactive, and some include direct communica-

tions with a Mentor/Instructor. Students register for a particular 

session that may be 8, 12 or 16 weeks (depending on the course) 

and they may access the course at any time of day during the 

course period, completing lessons and activities at times conven-

ient for their personal schedule. Mentors assist students by an-

swering questions, reviewing assignments and activities, as well as 

providing helpful feedback. Interaction with mentors is conducted 

through e-mail; there is no appointed time the student must be 

present -- allowing complete flexibility for the student to work 

when and where it is convenient. 

 

For more information or to register for any of these courses, visit 

the Continuing Education Program page or contact the Continu-

ing Education Program Coordinator. 

2009 ORCA Calendar - Provisional  

   ARRL Continuing Education  
    Online Course Registration  

Rev. 01/30/2009 

February  
7th - Monthly Meeting 
21st - 22nd - International DX Contest (CW) 
21st - Lamorinda EOCs Exercise (see article to the right) 
 
March  
7th - Monthly Meeting 
7th - 8th - International DX Contest (Phone) 
28th-29th - CQ World -Wide WPX Contest (SSB)  
 
April  
4th - Monthly Meeting 
24th - 26th - Visalia International DX Convention 
25th - CORE - Citywide Emergency Response Functional Exercise 
25th - MS Walk, Alameda 
26th - ORCA/EBARC/ARCA VE Session - 9am at Oakland EOC 
28th - Board Meeting - Place & time to be confirmed 
 
May 
2nd - Monthly Meeting followed by BOD Meeting 
3rd - Grizzly Peak Century 
 
June 
6th - Monthly Meeting 
13th - 14th - ARRL VHF QSO Party 
27th - 28th - Field Day - Setup on PM Friday, the 26th 
 
July 
4th - 5th Fire Patrol - Patrol times & routes to be confirmed 
11th - 12th - IARU HF World Championship 
28th - Board Meeting - Place & time to be confirmed 
26th - ORCA/EBARC/ARCA VE Session- 9am at Oakland EOC 

 

 

Some hams from the communities of Orinda, Canyon, Lafayette and 

Moraga have been banding together to create a òLamorindaó ARES 

team which is dedicated to serving community emergency communi-

cation needs as they might arise.  Efforts are afoot to create 

neighborhood FRS nets which will be able feed messages to amateur 

radio operators who can then pass information to local agencies. 

 

Last November, participants from all four areas co-operated in an 

exercise which linked up the Canyon, Orinda & Moraga EOC's along 

with the ham station at Fire Station 41 in Moraga.  Next month we'll 

take that preparation one step further. 

 

On the morning of February 21st, 2009, we'll hold another exercise 

which will connect the Canyon, Orinda & Moraga EOC's.  At the 

same time, we'll also send out damage assessment teams to check 

conditions of critical roadways as well as some selected school 

buildings. 

 

On the Canyon end of this, we'd like to also collaborate with some 

ORCA hams to coordinate inspecting road conditions on both sides 

of the ridge in the Montclair area.  Following a serious local earth-

quake, it may be imperative that emergency services know if inter-

County alternative routes to the Caldecott Tunnel are open. 

 

Later in the year, we want to explore joining up with the Oakland 

RACES annual Fourth of July Fire Hill Patrols and possibly starting 

our own Fire Watch on Red Flag Days.  We'll keep you posted. 

 

Anyone interested in learning more about this should get a hold of 

Marty, W6MDH  (mheyman@symas.com). 

                   Jonathan, KI6QNT  

      Canyon, CA 

Courtesy of ARRL.org 

 We have a new Treasurer, so please make his job easy 

by renewing now for 2009ñTom KG6MAC  will accept your 

cash or a check anytime you can find him, or please mail a check 

payable to ORCA to us at our Post Office box.  The address is 

ORCA, PO Box 21305, Oakland, CA 94620-1305.  Be sure to 

include your call sign and any recently changed contact informa-

tion.  Best practice is to print out the membership form from a 

recent newsletter, fill it out and wrap it around your dues.  See 

you Saturday, and on the spectrum.  The Membership Committee  

Meeting Presentations Schedule: [Subject to change] 

Feb. The Latest Trends in Amateur Radio Handi-Talkies 

Mar . ICS Forms Demystified & New Requirements for RACES 

Apr . Building your own 2 Meter antenna 

May. Go-bags and Rapid Response team creation 

June. Field Day Planning & Discussion 

July. Field Briefing for Fire Patrols and Equipment Readiness 

Aug . TBD 

Sep.  Amateur Radio Technology in the 21st Century 

Oct . Annual Meeting 

Nov . ARES Simulated Emergency Test 

Dec . TBD 

   Membership Corner (Continued from page 2)  

   News from Over the Hill  

http://www.arrl.org/cep/student/
http://www.arrl.org/cep/student
mailto:cce@arrl.org
mailto:mheyman@symas.com
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   The Amateur Radio Crossword Puzzler  

Courtesy of ARRL.org 

Answer in the next newsletter 


